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Optimal Hospital Resources for Care of the Injured Patient
A First published in 1976
A Resources for Optimal Care of the Injured Patient
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ACS-COT Consultation/Verification Program

RESOURCES
FOR
OPTIMAL CARE

PATIENT
2006
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ACS-COT
Consultation/Verification Program

Established in 1987
Administered by the Verification Review Committee (VRC)
Validates the resources for trauma care at trauma centers

Provides an objective, external review of institutional
capability and performance
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ACS-COT
Consultation/Verification Program

Level I, II, Ill, or IV
Consultation visit

Verification visit
A Certificate valid for 3 years

Trauma Center designation
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ACS-COT Consultation/Verification Program
Criteria Deficiencies

American College of Surgeons

. & Consultation/Verification Program
W Reference Guide of Suggested Classification

Chapter Requirement by Chapter

http://www.facs.org/traumalverifivisitoutcomes.html

1-1 All trauma centers must participate in the state and/or
regional trauma system planning, development, or operation.

2-1 Surgical commitment is essential for a properly
functioning trauma center.

2-2 Trauma centers must be able to provide on their campus
the necessary human and physical resources to properly
administer acute care consistent with their level of
verification.

2-3 A Level I trauma center must meet admission volume

performance requirements (one of the following): a) Admit at
least 1200 trauma patients yearly, b) 240 admissions with an
Injury Severity Score (ISS) of more than 15, ¢) An average of
35 patients with an ISS of more than 15 for the trauma panel
surgeons (general surgeons who take trauma all).

2-4 The trauma director must have responsibility and
authority for determining each general surgeon’s ability to
participate on the trauma panel based on an annual review.
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ACS-COT Consultation/Verification Program
Type | Criteria Deficiencies
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Required at the time of the SFTT'F'Y'EAL CAuie
site visit IF%%IS?
Zero allowed ALl
—~
ngﬁﬁmﬂ“ﬁmgﬂﬂ?g Resources for Optimal Care of the Injured Patient. 2006.



ACS-COT Consultation/Verification Program
Type Il Criteria Deficiencies

157 in total SEOuURcE

. . OPTIMAL CARE
Required at the time of the OF THE
site visit, yet are less urgent i

criteria 2006
Zero allowed

If three or less are identified,
1 year certificate of
verification is issued
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ACS-COT Consultation/Verification Program
Why Pursue ACS-COT Verification?

Preparation and Achievement of American College of
Surgeons Level | Trauma Verification Raises Hospital
Performance and Improves Patient Qutcome

Stephen DiRusso, MD, PhD, Cheryl Holly, RN, PHD, Ranishanker Kamath, MD, Sara Cuff, RN,
Thomas Sullivan, BS, Helga Scharf, Ted Tully, BA, Peter Nealon, BA, and John A. Savino, MD

J Trauma. 2001,51:294-300
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ACS-COT Consultation/Verification Program
Why Pursue ACS-COT Verification?

Decreased overall mortality
Decreased Emergency Center mortality

Decreased mortality in the severely injured Injury Severity
Score (ISS) > 30

Decreased hospital length of stay

A trend toward decreased intensive care unit (ICU) length
of stay
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