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Optimal Hospital Resources for Care of the Injured Patient  

Á First published in 1976 

Á Resources for Optimal Care of the Injured Patient 
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Established in 1987 

Administered by the Verification Review Committee (VRC) 

Validates the resources for trauma care at trauma centers 

Provides an objective, external review of institutional 

capability and performance 
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Level I, II, III, or IV 

Consultation visit 

Verification visit 

Á Certificate valid for 3 years 

Trauma Center designation 
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61 in total 

Required at the time of the 

site visit 

Zero allowed 

ACS-COT Consultation/Verification Program 

Type I Criteria Deficiencies 

Resources for Optimal Care of the Injured Patient. 2006. 



157 in total 

Required at the time of the 

site visit, yet are less urgent 

criteria 

Zero allowed 

If three or less are identified, 

1 year certificate of 

verification is issued  
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Why Pursue ACS-COT Verification? 

Decreased overall mortality 

Decreased Emergency Center mortality 

Decreased mortality in the severely injured Injury Severity 

Score (ISS) > 30 

Decreased hospital length of stay  

A trend toward decreased intensive care unit (ICU) length 

of stay 

 

DiRusso S. J Trauma. 2001;51:294-300. 
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